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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Suture band having a locking mechanism with 
wedging means. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5 and 6 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 5 and 6 have not been further 
treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Golds (U.S. Patent 5,356,417). 

a. Concerning claim 1 , Golds teaches a suture band device (10) 
comprising an elongated flexible band (12) having first and second ends, a 
needle (46) attached to the first end of the band, a buckle (14) attached 
proximate the second end of the band for receiving and locking the band 
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(see Abstract), characterized in that the buckle comprises a locking 
mechanism (16 and 18) which enables the band to be locked at any point 
along its length (col. 5, II. 57-63; embodied by the strap tightened to desired 
tension and Fig. 1-4) and in that the locking mechanism comprises a 
wedging means (18). 

b. Concerning claim 2, the locking mechanism substantially prevents 
retrograde movement of the band through the buckle (col. 5, II. 67-68; embodied 
by teeth 28 preventing slippage of the strap in the housing). 

c. Concerning claim 7, Golds teaches a method of approximating bone 
tissue comprising encircling said tissue with a suture band device as defined in 
paragraph 4(a) above, threading a buckle of the suture banding device with a 
band of the suture banding device, and constricting the device around the bone 
tissue (col. 5, II. 43-68) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Golds (U.S. Patent 5,356,417) as applied to claim 1 or 2 above, and further in view of 
Chopp, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent 4,399.592). 
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d. Concerning claim 3, Golds teaches the claimed invention including a 
locking mechanism with a wedging means, but does not teach the wedging 
means having a substantially spherical or cylindrical body. Chopp, Jr. et at. 
teaches a device used to encircle and hold objects together, that includes a band 
26 and a locking mechanism 24 with a wedging means 28 that is substantially 
spherical for lockingly engaging the strap (see Abstract). The claim would have 
been obvious because the substitution of one known element, namely the locking 
mechanism of Golds, for another, the locking mechanism of Chopp, Jr. et al., 
would have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention. The predictable results being to lockingly engage the strap. 

e. Concerning claim 4, the wedging means of Chopp, Jr. et al. includes a 
roughened surface (col. 3, II. 15-17). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAY R. SIGLER whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3647. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8 AM 
to 4 PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Yao can be reached on (571) 272-1224. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JRS 

/Sam Chuan C. Yao/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 41 1 1 



